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A gardener's glory Much of the credit for the Law
Quadrangle's natural beauty goes to
Dale Laughner, a horticulturist who
has tended the surrounding gardens for
seven years. He has made lavish use of
perennials in beds that offer a colorful,
ever-changing display to catch the eye
throughout the growing season.
Laughner enjoys the freedom to
make use of his favorite plants. "I
change things around a lot whenever a
plant doesn't do well or something isn't
right," he says. "I've spent the last
seven years refining it to suit my taste."
He has no design concept; he favors a
natural style, guided only by his love of
plants. For instance, trillium, usually
found only in the woods, blooms in the
peaceful courtyard within Hutchins
Hall in the spring. It's there because
Laughner rescued plants displaced by
North Campus construction and
transplanted them in the courtyard.
Many of the lush rhododendrons in
the quadrangle are the largess of
George Sperling, '40, who made a gift
of more than $20,000 in 1987 to
landscape and beautify the grounds.
Thanks to this gift, support from the
University Grounds Department, and
Laughner's loving attention, the Law
School gardens are more resplendent
than many other areas on campus.
This fall, Laughner is giving up the
gardens because it's time for him to
grow into a new career. He left the
University to pursue a degree in
elementary education. He'll miss the
gardens he's grown to love, but he'll
know that he's left his mark in the
blooms that will delight passers-by for
seasons to come.

